
 

 

SDG 17  |  Indicator 17.4.1 

ISU Commitment to Meaningful SDG 
Education for All Students (2025) 

Isabela State University (ISU) is committed to meaningful education on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) that is relevant and applicable to all of its students. Every 
undergraduate and graduate program of the University includes four SDG-oriented institutional 
subjects approved by the Board of Regents: Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management, 
Creative and Critical Thinking Skills, Entrepreneurial Management, and Data Science Analytics. 
In 2025, ISU strengthened this commitment through a partnership with UP-CIFAL Philippines to 
integrate the 17 SDGs into teaching, research and extension across the ISU System. The following 
reports document this university-wide commitment. 

1  Best Practice: Sustainability Literacy of ISU Students through 
SDG-Oriented Institutional Subjects 

University-wide  |  All ISU campuses and programs 
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Isabela State University (ISU) has adopted a forward-looking curriculum that builds the 

sustainability literacy of its students. Four institutional subjects are offered across all programs 
of the University, from the undergraduate to the graduate level, so that every ISU student learns 
about sustainability regardless of field of study. 



 

The four institutional subjects are Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management, 
Creative and Critical Thinking Skills, Entrepreneurial Management, and Data Science Analytics. 
They were approved by the ISU Board of Regents through Board Resolution No. 89, series of 
2019, and Board Resolution No. 219, series of 2020. 

The subjects prepare students and graduates to apply sustainability in practice. Through 
Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management, they are equipped to educate communities on 
climate change mitigation through outreach and research. Through Entrepreneurial 
Management and Creative and Critical Thinking Skills, they are prepared to launch startups and 
work as technopreneurs and entrepreneurs. Through Data Science Analytics, they learn to use 
data to predict trends, identify gaps and recommend policy improvements. 

Students in the institutional subjects take three major examinations. The University uses 
the results of departmentalized examinations to assess student knowledge and to refine its 
strategies for advancing the Sustainable Development Goals. Through these subjects, ISU aims to 
produce graduates who are better prepared to address sustainability challenges at both the local 
and global levels. 
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Students in the institutional subjects / copies of BOR Resolution No. 89, s. 2019 and No. 219, s. 
2020 
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2  ISU and UP-CIFAL Philippines Forge Partnership to Advance 
Sustainability in Higher Education 

February 11–12, 2025  |  ISU Cauayan 
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SDGs4HE orientation and MOA signing, February 11–12, 2025 
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Isabela State University (ISU) and the University of the Philippines Centre International 

de Formation des Autorités et Leaders (UP-CIFAL Philippines) held the Sustainable Development 
Goals for Higher Education (SDGs4HE) orientation program on February 11–12, 2025, at ISU 
Cauayan. Organized by the School of Arts and Sciences of ISU Cauayan, with the support of the 
University’s offices for Research and Development, Extension and Training Services, Planning 
and Development/GAD, Academic Affairs and the Executive Officer, the program gave university 
administrators, faculty, students and research professionals the knowledge and tools to 
integrate the 17 UN SDGs into their work in teaching, research and community extension. 

A highlight of the program was the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement between 
ISU, represented by then University President Dr. Ricmar P. Aquino, and UP-CIFAL Philippines, 
represented by its Director, Dr. Michelle R. Palumbarit. Then Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Boyet L. Batang, Cauayan Campus Cluster Executive Officer Dr. Precila C. Delima and other 
university officials witnessed the signing. The agreement aims to institutionalize SDG-aligned 
teaching, research and extension initiatives at ISU and to continue their development and 
implementation. 

Over the two days, experts shared perspectives on sustainability in higher education. Dr. 
Ronald Allan S. Mabunga of Marikina Polytechnic College spoke on peace and partnerships in 
sustainability during a polycrisis. Dr. Parsons N. Hail of Central Luzon State University discussed 
grassroots sustainability efforts. Dr. Jowima Ang-Reyes of UP Diliman’s Ugnayan ng Pahinungod 
presented people-centered social innovation and community co-creation, and Dr. Karen Ann B. 
Jago-on of the UP Diliman School of Urban and Regional Planning discussed the role of the 
academe in city planning and sustainable campus development. On the second day, Dr. Arlene L. 
Gonzales of Mariano Marcos State University spoke on accountability and transparent, holistic 
evaluation, and Ms. Anna Floresca F. Firmalino of the UP Los Baños Office of International 
Linkages discussed internationalization and global networks. 

Participants also joined interactive workshops, including a World Café discussion, in 
which they aligned academic programs and institutional strategies with the SDGs. Dr. Palumbarit 
stressed the key role of higher education in driving sustainability and closed the workshop by 
emphasizing collaboration for inclusive and sustainable growth. 

Dr. Aquino said the partnership would strengthen ISU’s advocacy for the SDGs, while Dr. 
Batang said the commitment would extend beyond the Cauayan Campus to the wider Isabela 
State University System, making SDG education part of the whole University. 



 

PHOTO 

Resource speakers, World Café workshop and participants 
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